Some things to think about:

Children need 1000 hours of lap
time before they are ready to
learn to read.

Children want to be like their
adults; if you read, they will read .

“Reading helps me to write.”
‘‘Reading makes me happy and nice.”
“Reading helps me learn.”

‘“Reading helps me go to sleep.”
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Top Tips for Reading With your Child

Set aside some time
Find somewhere quiet without any distractions - turn off the TV/radio/
computer.

Ask your child to choose a book

Sharing books they have chosen shows you care what they think and that
their opinion matters. This means they are more likely to engage with the
book. It doesn't matter if you've read it together before.

Sit close together
Encourage your child to hold the book themselves and/or turn the pages.

Point to the pictures

If there are illustrations, relate them to something your child knows. Ask
them to describe the characters or situation or what will happen next.
Encourage them to tell you the story by looking at the pictures.

Encourage your child to talk about the book

Talking about the characters and their dilemmas helps children understand
relationships and is an excellent way for you to get to know each other or
discuss difficult issues. Give your child plenty of time to respond. Ask them
what will happen next, how a character might be feeling, or how the book
makes them feel.

Read yourself
Make sure your child sees you reading for pleasure regularly.

Don't forget to involve grandparents!
In fact, include all members of the family. Why not?

Join the library
6o regularly—it's free!

And lastly, above all - make it fun!
It doesn't matter how you read with a child, as long as you both enjoy the
time together. Don't be afraid to use funny voices: children love it!




Some helpful websites:
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/

http://www.bookstart.org.uk/bookstart-bear
-club/

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/

http://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk/
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Whatever next

The rainbow fish

We're going on a bear hunt
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